We Gather as the People of God

FMusical Call to Worship A Celtic Christimas Overture arr. Shackley

}Greeting, Announcements, and Invitation to Discipleship

*}Introit Hymn No. 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are KINGS OF ORIENT
(Verse 1)

We three kings of Orient are;

bearing gifts we traverse afar,

field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light!

*$Call to Worship

One: Praise the Lord! Praise God in the heavens.
Many: Praise the Lord from the earth!

One: Young and old alike, men and women together.
Many: Praise the Lord!

*1Hymn No. 111 From Heaven Above VOM HIMMEL HOCH

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
(Let us pray with one voice.)

God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and surprise us with your
presence, yet we often miss the marvels you place before us. Forgive our dullness and
make us alert to the ways you make yourself known, that we might be witnesses to your
good news and proclaim your extravagant love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

(Moment for Silent Prayer)
Kyrie No. 584 Glory, Glory, Glory CUEQUITA

Glory, glory, glory,
glory be to God on high! (Repeat)

And on earth peace to all people
in whom God is well pleased. (Repeat)

Assurance of Pardon

*}+Exchange of the Peace

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.
One: Greet one another in the peace of Christ.
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This Christmas hymn gives us arare glimpse of Martin Luther as a father areating verses far his children to
sing at home on Christmas Eve for aretelling of Luke 2:8-14. The fitst three stanzas paraphrase the angel’s
sang, and the final two provide the human response.

rmm————

TEXT: Martin Luther, 1535; trans,

MUSIC: Schumann’s Geistliche Liedler, 1539

Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship (admin. Augsburg Fortress)

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #4-707518 All rights reserved.
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*+Response Hymn No. 158 Born in the Night, Mary’s Child MARY’S CHILD
(verse 1-2)

Born in the night, Mary's Child,
a long way from your home;
coming in need, Mary's Child,
born in a borrowed room.

Clear shining light, Mary's Child,
your face lights up our way;
Light of the world, Mary's Child,
dawn on our darkened day.

Text and Music © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-707518. All rights reserved.

We Hear God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Reading 1 Samuel 2:18-20
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.
Anthem The Lord’s Prayer Malotte
Gospel Reading Luke 2:41-52
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.
Sermon Love Links Us to One Another and Others ~ Rev. Dr. Steven M. Marsh
Affirmation of Faith Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q and A 21-22

Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?
A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ,1 who, being the
eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and
man, in two distinct natures, and one Person forever.

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body and a
reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the
womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.

*Hymn No. 157 I Danced in the Morning LORD OF THE DANCE
We Respond to God’s Word

Joys and Concerns of the People
Joy: Holcomb Community Church
Ministry: Music Ministry
Care and Comfort: Janice DeMayo, Steve DeMayo, Sheena Heimberg,
Teresa Stange, Carol Taylor, Phil Vawter
Sympathy to: the friends and family of Eric Russell at his death

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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I am the dance and 1 still g0 on.
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.

This 20th-century ballad-like retelling of the life of Christ, though written for this Shaker tune, has many
similarities with the pre-Reformation cardl “Tomorrow shall be my dancing day* Such narrative carols
were common both at Christmas and as part of medieval mystery plays.

TEXT: Sydney Carter, 1963

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #4-707518, All rights reserved

MUSIC: American Shaker melody; adapt. Sydney Carter, 1963
Text and Music © 1963 Stainer & Befl, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)

LORD OF THE DANCE
Irregular
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Offertory Sentence
Offertory The Wexford Carol arr. Hayes
*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving
(Let us pray with one voice.)

Loving God: We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Receive the
gifts we offer in union with Christ’s gift for us. Clothe us with compassion, kindness,
humility meekness, and patience that we may be Christ for others. In his name we

pray. Amen.
We Are Sent as God’s Servants into the World

*Hymn No. . 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are KINGS OF ORIENT
(verses 2-5)
*Charge and Blessing
One: Alleluia! Amen.
Many: Alleluia! Amen.
The Postlude Fum, Fum, Fum arr. Sorenson

*(Please rise in body or in spirit.)

}(Time to seat those who arrive after the start of the service)



Leading and Serving in Worship Today

The Rev. Dr. Steven M. Marsh, Interim Pastor
Jasper Lesage, Liturgist
Tyler Morris, Director of Chancel Choir
Kelsey Wise, Organist
Jared Boesen
Wizie Eads, Reader

Worship Notes

The Lord’s Prayer (Anthem)
by Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father, which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come,

Thy will be done in earth,

As it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

As we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
Forever. Amen.
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Although Christians had begun by the 2nd century to speak of these visitors from eastern countries
{(Matthew 2:1-12) as “kings,” pethaps because of passages like Psalim 72:10 and Isaiah 60:3, it is more
accurate to think of them as magi or astrologers, the scholars of their day.

TEXT and MUSIC: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1857, alt. KINGS OF ORIENT

8.8.8.6 with refrain
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